[Performance of endorectal echography in tumors of the rectum].
From November 1986 to December 1987, endorectal ultrasound (EUS) has been performed 57 times in a total of 54 patients. In the cancers of the low and mid rectum (n = 34), the extent of the tumoral infiltration was accurately assessed by preoperative EUS in 88% of cases. Sensitivity of tumor spread beyond the rectal wall was 0.96. Classification of lymph nodes was more hazardous. The muscular layer was intact in 5 villous adenomas. The diagnosis was difficult in the case of a huge and massively secreting tumour. In the follow-up of the patients after rectal resection(n = 11) or local excision (n = 3) for cancer, EUS allowed an accurate analysis of the suture line in 12 cases. Three submucosal recurrences were detected. The follow-up showed no recurrence in the other cases with a tumor-free suture line pattern. The literature confirms that EUS is a non invasive, efficient and inexpensive method in the preoperative staging of non stenotic rectal tumors. The problem of accuracy of lymph node staging has not been resolved. The technique shows some promise in detecting local recurrences.